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£.v ■ ■ .£?"ud rtac-rf July 8, 1969 

'■>'"--1 Dear* Dibki: •• •-.> ->:• ,^-dJ •?• c? or! •'eo'i om ■ •:• ' • .u^ryiso c: 

Received your letters of June 25 , 30 and July 2nd and enclosures. Thanks. ' 

The -memo on. Jerry Herald will be quite helpful. , I will do all. I. can. Harold probably sent you 
the documents .1 dug up in the archives re Oswald entering by automobile... 

On Fred's article, agreed. The Betzner thing puzzled me at "first; and then I notioed Towner's 
photo in LIIE and wrote him. At the time', however, things were tense between us, and <" criticism 
from me was always taken as an attack cn' his ego’, ratter than as CCTistructiye criticism. T^e^ 
Color change stuff refers to the fact that the copy of the Z film which Fred has just like the 
copy’ which £im had seems to have color changes .• Fred claims to have found actual splices • dividing 
•those areas, l-hat this boiled down" to was that Dave Liftart developed a theory that Harold (who 
didn’t even know this was going oh) had ooncocted a story of his having noticed color changes in 
Jim's copy of the film in order to steal Fred's discovery. Fred picked up the theory, and both 
of them, independently and together, made charges, and charged me with being a dupe ;'n It was utter 
nonsense and I shot : it down. They had earlier concocted a theory (in this "case it was Lif ton r 
alone I think) that I had told Fred something Dave had allegedly told me in confidence,; and perhaj 
I had also "leaked"it to Weisberg. ! That was' way out, since Dave had never told me about 'his secre 
info v which I had done more work on than be ever will years before I ever 'wrote to him;; .and. I had 
used it public,' and had it on slides ! . Harold • knew about it from either me or Sylvia, or perhaps 
someone else. link published one of the doaum«ifs in the back of his book (and it wouldn't sur- 
prise me if Dave'- first saw it there). bvirirl? ; : r 

As for the West tape, I don't know whether tne>. version ’ T I. heard was editied, but ,thf. version re- 
heard recorded 3 shots, Whi.ch sounded like balloons breaking (similar. to tte earwitness reports). 
That has, always confused me, since you should he bble to hear, them all. ' David Krcrrian woke me up 
with a phone call just after it. happened , apd I was up from then...on,. ,1 taped ri^it off the radio 
seme of it, although the tape accidentally got screwed up in seme . places , since ny tape recorder 
is also a radio, . . r j 7' b -,i, - ■ 


yoo rxp . 




Your amo to Harold was interesting and well done. I know a guy in England-j named Hike Masterman, 
who knows Dawnay but appears much more on the ground,. so if there is anything you want done, tell 
me and I will write him. - r ' am .iltcra- ■c*ds.n,?r:z at.' ~8vt vm ?.'c or; -or.K r-.f 

My suspiiipu of f doetpring does not der*iy^ froro^ “tjie' rather 

fact that tii me at least, the Nix analysis is conalusive ' that there was a train, there seconds 
ater,. and that .it clearly, is.a train, and a -passenger, one at that . . This,. whole business is con- 
. sing, and I. just wish that Fred had. done a better , job' on. it ,, since it .is certainly .a solvulbe 
>blem, j., I , ju®^ don ' t. have the. time to really sit down! andfl study it. j really, think that it 
very impulsive 'for Fred to have rushed into print like that, especiaUy’with a.number of 
rs easily visib^. : ^., r ^ ^ ^ ^ 

\d appreciate the address of the Thunderbolt. 1 got their phone '-number but not the address 
he long distance operator* 

on Kilgallen. But dcn f t underestimate the importance of questions about the uncertainty 
tion of things after a time interval. If they didn’t check for those things the first 
\e might yfeil M incanpetence n but then be faced with the question as to hew good a later 
u lon is. I will ask Edelman if he can do anything with Bennet Cerf. I wish that I 
out what Penn has, but with him considering me an agent, all I can hope is that he 
s it when I go to Dallas. 


the Newcombs have warmed up considerably, and I hope that this is sincere on their 
\ uses then for things and may have gotten worried that if they further alienated 


me they couldn’t help him pump me for info. Part of the reason I feel this way is that I have 
not had the kind of realizations in their letters which I hoped for* besides the fact that the 
first truee letters from both of them and Dave came just after I sent Fred a copy of the Muchmore 
in B 6 W plus seme other newsfilm which Frdd had never seen before. Lifton kept his cooib with 
me for quite some time and then decided to try to do what he has done so often in the past — get 
me alienated from Harold. He was in for a shook* and then got really up tight when I sent copies 
of just my regies to some of his letters to Paul Hoch. Since I was replying explicitly to sec- 
tions of his letters which I had quoted, this exposed Paul to his beckstabbing and paopaganda 
against Harold, maybfe f or the first time. He is very careful with Paul not to shew this side of 
himself. He was careful with me for quite some time, and I guess he was with you; too* and then 
he exposed himself by miscalculating or He i is far more trouble than the ‘opposition and has . caused 
more, Irouble than most of them., J^d and .Marlynn’s sudden .estrangement ; |ra lie cane at the ident- 
ical' time that Ihey becaro : 0&se ^ him, and his stoff against r Wels^ 

when they began their ’cold' letters. N6 ^inference was' hec«ssary L 

cannotr.understand; what la; shock this was unless < you ; OoMld: see Fred’s glowing and warm letters and 
r thanks .to r nv 2 over . many months v hia praise' :of me - 9 and hie Garments to ^others that J' was great Ahd 
that I was f the only ; ‘critic he felt he could -trust after thfc^^ [Right new, I j 

cannot trust . Fred with anything jWhldh'/ft want kept from Lifted or: the other-side , because ofhis 
: Qlose -association' withi Davev'^rByrithe way, ; I strongly rsugge^cw v- • not 7 Daee y, jfaRco 

ahything you need on RFK. : ;Dave\getsrhiS ( :stuff on this:, largely 1 frorajFred < : *; Fred and Lillian have 
: ’done the work: and have; the .stuff.: i^ey c.prcmised me those, photos seme - timaiago, but rl- have yet 
to see : them*v;>rjnr fact*- Pnedhas/yet to- send me, a list of -photos he has* m. p a: srf:l 10 vooo aU>2l> 
fu The Stuff; about :.the eeiling 1 has. - to do - wilh Ihe : faot, that I : am : almost certain that .they i c . 
removed tiles j-frcmothe.« ;(paridls-J:>;msan) aeiling as.- well '.;as--$he . wail .the next day, I saw.-ttet-on- 
on newsreels ■hr": tod nl es:t bleu yIf..«>peXX^ hr.'f ?vKi y : n, br.a bJorl* borf X yn-trJ' (Ansrl: 5* I anoXB 

TD:jc sh I .idcrif t tknow : what vto. make rof; the, -Kimble . story butx something • on that -McRae, clipping in r; 
hi your' handwriting :f aocinated maltha name j Blanch /Van Looven. (probably Van Leuven) . A wcman'jfrj; 

* named Ceil f Van Leuven , fran near Mlp^.v c<3n t acted Harold, ;and.'he turned -it oyer. to me* ;:She.^.r.?.f 

* was very strange*. and hard to* getr.a reply from by mail, and didn’t have, a phene. I haven’t, nr 
gotten to interview her yet but she was very elusive when „ I tried ;bef ore . Pefofoaps I * aught - ; -- 7 
to drive. on up there . and see whaf gives . She sounded like a nut more than anything else, and 

. r I f h&M iittle time even ^fbr : f _ F . ^ . 

' ’ ‘ . On the : cpior . changes your PS, I agree 5 &ith your analysis and cautions.; 

I It was' jusi sliqh Garments which ^ gat B?ecj enraged one day* 1 Fred says Idiat there are splices . . 

,'yand that the toiOT\.Chtog$s . cams^TiS'^ *hS ; ' argues .that Vi&ere r , is stuff itdssihg •and\.tfiat‘- : the''-'- 
' frame nu^rs are the same' as in voi. 18 and therefore the arcives , ‘ 'and therefore ; if 'Idiere . 
is anything missing in his copy, it must be missing in the original, due to the way in which 
r-A -.! the numbering was derived. rr.c vr^ £ won>( I « £r*nob IX:nw bn?> VP. s:f u ersf n t fxw luc^-iv 7 oy os&vi r .u;oV 
ZI&& . -?r Cn the Wilma Bond slides* ask Sprague r or Fred never answered me, on what exactly . V ;. ? 

he has, so it may just be magazine stuff. Sprague has them if anyone does. - .rtl-'rv .(j./cv I 1.^7 
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T ' '’sent ridiem' to . 

'■ J; As ? 'fdr '■ 

£,yior; ‘ 


•.r.r_.. v 


arid 



.your ' brother , don' t . you i^ink that your letter-Jjas. a better ch : ance' of- 
you * are ^ ** ^ ^ *^* .^* >^*< • t • +.v> 4 ♦< i /%nr» 1 ^ +•?<!*» 

. ^. . .. ........... t 

i l Vcu -ha ,. r . , r . 

Thanks for finding time to write and send me all that stuff* Keep ihHrctfdft. I: irfill do 

eenbby ' -can~' for -you^ln Dal las Wam-jregards . . srfJ*. To Kz-rxbbv:. t><\ 3 *yJ&£o£- 7 qqz rl 

ooni irr^.yL qnol. e: f 
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